Rights of Medication Administration
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1. Right patient
· Check the name on the order and the patient. 
· Use 2 identifiers.

· Ask patient to identify himself/herself.

· When available, use technology 
(for example, bar-code system).
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2. Right medication
· Check the medication label.

· Check the order.

3. Right dose
· Check the order.

· Confirm appropriateness of the dose using a current drug reference.

· If necessary, calculate the dose and have another nurse calculate the dose as well.

· 4. Right route

· Again, check the order and appropriateness of the route ordered.

· Confirm that the patient can take or receive the medication by the ordered route.
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5. Right time
· Check the frequency of the ordered medication. 
· Double-check that you are giving the ordered dose at the correct time.

· Confirm when the last dose was given.
6. Right documentation
· Document administration AFTER giving the ordered medication.

· Chart the time, route, and any other specific information as necessary. For example, the site of an injection or any laboratory value or vital sign that needed to be checked before giving the drug.
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